


MINUTES OF TROSTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING TUESDAY 3RD FEBRUARY 2026 7PM AT TROSTON VILLAGE HALL

Cllr Bilverstone chaired the meeting along with Cllrs Riddick and Pugson plus newly coopted Cllrs Mouncey and Norris after item 5. 3 members of the public and the Clerk were also present.

1. Cllr Bilverstone welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded everybody present that the meeting maybe recorded. Apologies were received from Cllr Andrew Speed.
a)i 	No Councillor declarations of interest were received. There were no updates to Councillors 
register of members interest’s form.
a)ii 	No written requests for dispensation were received prior to the meeting.

2. Minutes
The minutes of the Council meeting on Tuesday 13th January 2026 were agreed, approved and signed to stand as an accurate record of the meeting. 

3. Meeting open for questions from the public – 15 minutes total
There were no questions from the public

4. Vacancies on the Council. 
Council noted the existence of 3 casual vacancies and confirmed that no election has been requested,

5. Co-option to vacancy of office for 3 parish councillors
Graeme Norris was co-opted on to the Parish Council as a new member. Unanimous decision.
David Mouncey was co-opted on to the Parish Council as a new member.  Unanimous decision.
The third applicant will be included in the March 2026 meeting.
The Clerk will send the relevant paperwork to West Suffolk Council. Cllr Pugson requested Bio information for the Parish Council website.

6. Report from RAF Honington
The Clerk reported that RAF Honington have not appointed a community liaison officer as yet.

7. Report from County Councillor Rebecca Hopfensperger.
Cllr Hopfensperger did not attend the meeting.

8. Report from District Councillor Andrew Speed
Cllr Speed summarised the last year or so and expressed some frustration that not more had been achieved by the West Suffolk Council. With the Local Government Reform and Mayoral elections next year there are lots of changes to come. He confirmed that the new recycling scheme will be launching in the next couple of months with the delivery of the additional bins giving a total of 5. He confirmed the bottle and textile recycling banks sited at the playing field will stay in their location and the Parish Council will receive funds from collections for the next 2 years.

9. Playground/playing field
a) To consider the playground inspection report and note any actions. 
There were no new actions to report. 
b) Amendments to the frequency of park inspections by West Suffolk Council parks team. The Clerk reported that West Suffolk Council who carry out the inspections at no charge have changed the frequency from every month to every 3 months. Councillors had no questions; the Clerk will sign the agreement and return.


c) Update on maintenance of the playground and playing fields
Cllr Pugson advised that the surface at the launch area of the zipwire had been laid. There is a small additional area to complete. Cllr Bilverstone advised that the shackles on the swings will be looked at in the next week or so.
d) Council to consider action to rectify mole activity in the playground
The Clerk presented 4 quotes for mole treatments. Cllrs discussed and Cllr Riddick proposed using CM Pest Control for an initial survey at £50 and a further £100 for laying traps. Seconded by Cllr Norris. Unanimously agreed.
e) Biodiversity/environmental considerations
Councillor Bilverstone thanked those who had sent in suggestions for improvement of the playing fields. It was agreed to consult with the village over the proposed ideas starting with a presentation at the Annual Parish Meeting of the Electors on 14th April 2026.

10. Village matters/maintenance
a) To receive any updates regarding the village website
There were no updates to report.
b) Council to consider a permanent placement of the new Vehicle activate sign
Council considered a number of locations. Cllr Bilverstone proposed siting the new vehicle activated sign near Paddock Way and the playing field entrance. Seconded by Cllr Riddick. Unanimously agreed.
c) To receive any updates regarding Troston Woods
Cllr Bilverstone had been told by a resident that there is a piece of jagged metal sticking out of the ground as you enter the wood. Cllrs will inspect and remove. It was noted that the Holly bushes were not out of control which was raised at the February meeting. It was discussed that the noticeboard needs repositioning, it was suggested this can be tackled in one of the working party days. 
d) To consider a request to run commercial groups at Troston Woods
Cllrs discussed the suggestion of allowing toddler and adult group sessions to be held in the woods as presented at our last meeting. Cllr Riddick proposed not allowing toddler and adult groups sessions in the woods. Seconded by Cllr Norris. 3 Cllrs voted to support and 2 Cllrs voted not to support this vote.

11. Finance
a) The Clerk provided a schedule of payments which were agreed and approved unanimously.
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b) The Clerk had circulated bank reconciliations prior to the meeting for both Current and Savings accounts which were unanimously agreed and approved.
c) Council considered commissioning a website accessibility assessment, the Clerk explained the requirement under Assertion 10 the need for the website to be compliant, this will be check during our audit for 2025/26. Cllr Pugson advised he would check and report back with data confirming whether the website is compliant or not before our next meeting.
d) Council considered commissioning pest control for mole removal in the playground as item 9 d) agreed unanimously to proceed with the survey at a cost of £50 and £100 to lay traps.
e) e) Council considered purchasing new Councillor online training from SALC at a cost of £66 per Cllr for 2 sessions. Proposed by Cllr Bilverstone, seconded by Cllr Riddick. Unanimously agreed.
f) Clerks and Responsible Financial officer report
· From April 2026 Unity Trust Bank will increase their monthly fee from £6 to £7.
· Newsletter – due to a mix up on quantities for the last newsletter it was suggested once it is designed the Clerk handles the production. There had been a request not to receive the hand delivered newsletter as a resident already received the emailed newsletter. 
· Planning training provided by SALC has been withdrawn due to changes in planning regulations.
· Accident policy, a small child had a fall on the playing field pump track. An accident report has been completed and recorder. The Parish Council need to implement an accident policy. The little boy in recovering well.

12. Council to review and adopt the amended Standing orders and Financial regulations
Cllrs reviewed the amended Standings Orders and Financial Regulations. Cllr Bilverstone proposed adopting both of these, seconded by Cllr Pugson. Unanimously agreed.

13. Council to review and adopt the new assertion 10 IT policy
Council reviewed the IT policy circulated prior to the meeting and made 1 small amendment. Cllr Bilverstone proposed, seconded by Cllr Riddick. Unanimously agreed. The Clerk will load the policy on the website.

14. Council to consider applying for a Community Capital Grant from West Suffolk Council
Council considered applying for a Community Capital Grant from West Suffolk Council. They agreed to this and will decide at the meeting in March what to apply for.

15. Council to review the trial of monthly meetings
Council reviewed the trial of having monthly Parish Council meetings, Cllr Bilverstone proposed making monthly meetings permanent, seconded by Cllr Pugson. Unanimously agreed.

16. Councillors reports and items for future agendas
Cllr Pugson advised that the tree on the junction of the pathway leading from Heath Road to Pear Tree Close had been cut back and the contractor had cut back the elder tree and brambles. Good job.
Items for future agendas:
Website accessibility compliance
Communities Capital Fund grant
Co Option of Parish Councillor
Assertion 10 legislation .gov emails/email newsletter

17. Correspondence for action or information
The Clerk reported that somebody taking a walk through the field behind the playing field met an uncontrolled dog which jumped up at them and would not return to their owner. The Clerk advised to report the incident to the police which is proper practice.

18. Date of the next meeting
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 7pm. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm.
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Ref. Supplier / customer Description Type Net VAT Total

83 25/26BT January Vill Hall wifi charge Payment 36.95 £         7.39 £     44.34 £        

84 25/26Kallkwik January 26 newsletter production Payment 96.00 £         19.20 £  115.20 £      

85 25/26Amanda Jackson January 2026 Salary Payment 336.21 £       - £       336.21 £      

86 25/26Amanda Jackson January working from home allowance Payment 25.00 £         - £       25.00 £        

87 25/26HMRC Tax &amp; NI as calculated by SALC Payment 80.20 £         - £       80.20 £        

88 25/26Troston Village Hall Hall hire for 5 Parish Council meetings Payment 90.00 £         - £       90.00 £        

TOTAL   26.59 £  690.95 £      


