


MINUTES OF TROSTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING TUESDAY 3RD MARCH 2026 7PM AT TROSTON VILLAGE HALL

Cllr Bilverstone chaired the meeting along with Cllrs Riddick, Moffatt, Norris and Mouncey plus newly coopted Cllr Fletcher after item 5. 4 members of the public and the Clerk were also present.

1. Cllr Bilverstone welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded everybody present that the meeting maybe recorded. Apologies were received from Cllrs Pugson and Speed.
a)i 	Councillor Norris declared an interest in item 11. d Grant request from Families Together 
Suffolk.  There were no updates to Councillors 
register of members interest’s form.
a)ii 	No written requests for dispensation were received prior to the meeting.

2. Approval of the minutes Tuesday 3rd February 2026
The minutes of the Council meeting on Tuesday 3rd February 2026 were agreed, approved and signed to stand as an accurate record of the meeting. 

3. Meeting open for questions from the public – 15 minutes total
Edward Vipond from Troston Farms attended the meeting to update the Parish Council on current plans for Lower Farm. The contract to farm pigs on the site finished in December 2025, there will still be pig farming but in a different location out of the village. He advised that under permitted develop they would like to convert 3 units into 7 resident private homes. There are strict requirements when building under permitted develop and these would need to be adhered to. Once the project had received approval it needs to be completed within a 3 year time period. This plan is at the very early stages and it was felt that residents would benefit from Troston Farms hosting a public meeting so more information can be understood.

4. Vacancies on the Council
Council noted the existence of 1 casual vacancy and confirmed that no election has been requested,

5. Co-option to vacancy of office for 3 parish councillors
Pip Fletcher was co-opted on to the Parish Council as a new member. Unanimous decision.
The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed. The Clerk will send the relevant paperwork to West Suffolk Council.  

6. Report from RAF Honington
The Clerk reported that RAF Honington have not appointed a community liaison officer but are hoping to later this year.

7. Report from County Councillor Rebecca Hopfensperger.
Cllr Hopfensperger did not attend the meeting.

8. Report from District Councillor Andrew Speed
Cllr Speed has sent his apologies but sent this report:
Agenda item 9 planning app. I have submitted my support for this application.
Local Govt Reorganisation - there is considerable disarray and speculation in this area. We hope to hear what will happen at the end of this month, in the meantime, County Council elections are now happening on May 7th.

 At West Suffolk council – a Conservative proposed amendment to add periods of free parking in Bury , Haverhill and Newmarket was narrowly passed. It caused some dismay to the Labour led administration but now forms part of the new Budget for the year. We very much hope it will encourage shopping and visitors to the main towns and support the High Street generally

9. Planning Applications 
DC/26/0005/HH single storey infill extension on front elevation – The Willow Ixworth Rd 
After discussions Council voted and agreed to support this planning application. 5 for and 1 abstaining.
DC/26/0208/FUL one self-build dwelling - 21 Church Lane Troston
After discussions Council voted and unanimously agreed they had no objection the is application.

10. Playground/playing field
a) To consider the playground inspection report and note any actions. 
There were no new actions to report. The following maintenance works have been completed in the children’s playground and on the playing field:
Cllrs Mouncey and Bilverstone infilled the area under the gate into the children’s playground and covered the exposed foundations under the slide clover or grass seed needs to be sowed.
Cllrs Pugson and Riddick completed laying the grass matting and have seeded the area.
Cllr Bilverstone advised the swing shackles have been loosened and oiled, the small area of bow top fence mentioned in the inspection report has been deburred.
Cllr Pugson supplied an updated maintenance list.
b) Council to discuss leaving the playing field grass a little longer for wildlife
Council discussed the recommendation from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust report that advised leaving the grass on the playing field to grow a little longer. Council unanimously agreed to cut to approx. 1 inch longer than previously. The Clerk will liaise with Countryside Conservation to request this change.
c) Biodiversity/environmental and mole activity update
Cllr Mouncey advised that there has been no new mole activity in the playground. 
Cllr Bilverstone advised that the hedge saplings have now been planted on the playing field along with wild plants in the wild meadow section.
Plans are still on schedule to display ideas and ask for suggestions for the playing field at the Annual Village Meeting on April 14th 2026. Current suggestions are seating, an orchard and and outdoor gym equipment. Cllr Pugson supplied a report showing how the children’s playground and playing field is divided by space allocation.

11. Village matters/maintenance
a) Website accessibility compliance report and review of website accessibility Statement 
The Clerks recommendation to commission a Website Accessibility Compliance report from OneSuffolk at a cost of £120 was proposed by Cllr Bilverstone and seconded by Cllr Riddick, unanimous decision. Where possible the website will be as compliant as is practicably possible to met our audit compliance requirements. Cllr Pugson also supplied information in his absence to support this finding.
b) To receive any updates regarding Troston Woods
Cllr Pugson had supplied a woodland management plan containing monthly maintenance projects. Councillors are grateful for the help of residents in the village to keep the wood in great shape and agreed it would be a benefit to advise dates of each work party in advance and distribute. It was noted that work carried out without the Parish Councils knowledge was not covered by the Parish Council insurance.
c) To consider and adopt the Tree Management and Risk Assessment Policy
The Clerk had circulated prior to the meeting a Tree Management Policy and Risk Assessment document. Councillors discussed the document and voted to adopt both the Policy and the Risk Assessment. Unanimous decision.


d) To consider a grant application from Families Together Suffolk - Little Flyers group at RAF Honington
Councillors discussed the grant application received from Families Together Suffolk and noted that there were families from the village attending the Little Flyers weekly group. Cllr Mouncey proposed a grant of £100; this was seconded by Cllr Fletcher.  Councillors also agreed that the Parish Council should have a grants policy. The Clerk will prepare for our next meeting. Cllr Norris declared an interest and did not vote.


12. Finance
a) The Clerk provided a schedule of payments which were agreed and approved unanimously.
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b) The Clerk had circulated bank reconciliations prior to the meeting for both Current and Savings accounts which were unanimously agreed and approved.
c) Council considered purchasing new Councillor online training from SALC at a cost of £66.
Proposed by Cllr Bilverstone, seconded by Cllr Riddick. Unanimously agreed.
d) Clerks and Responsible Financial officer report
· VAT claim received for £4774.45.

13. Council to appoint an internal auditor for the period 1st April 2025 - 31st March 2026. 
Councillors discussed and agreed to appoint SALC to be internal auditors for the period of 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2026. Proposed by Cllr Bilverstone, seconded by Cllr Riddick.

14. Review of risk assessments
Councillors had no questions on our risk assessments provided by West Suffolk Council for the children’s playground and the playing field. It was agreed that because the frequency of the West Suffolk Council inspections is changing from monthly to quarterly that Councillors would conduct interim inspections. The Clerk would prepare a rota. 
It was noted that quarterly risk assessment paperwork has not been completed for Troston Woods. The Clerk will ask the volunteer tree warden if he could conduct the assessments. It was also agreed to ask him if he would be able to inspect the woods after a storm or high winds and report his findings.
Internal Controls – The Clerk and Cllr Bilverstone had conducted a review of the Councils internal controls and found everything was in order other than the risk assessment of the woods. There were no questions.

15. Council to appoint the Responsible Financial Officer
Councillors discussed and appointed Amanda Jackson the Parish Clerk as their Responsible Financial Officer. Proposed by Cllr Bilverstone seconded by Cllr Riddick.
16. Review of website accessibility statement
The Clerk advised that the correct accessibility statement is on the website. There were no questions.
17. Council to consider applying for a Community Capital Grant from West Suffolk Council
Councillors discussed and agreed to apply for a new Village and Woods noticeboard and a sign for the Troston Woods. The Clerk will forward the application to West Suffolk Council.
18. Councillor reports and items for future agendas and Correspondence for action or information
Cllr Bilverstone had been contacted some residents who were concerned about the Whites lorries traveling through the village. It was felt this was due to the current road works and road closures. 
Cllr Norris requested the Councillor names were allotted to relevant subjects on the agenda

Items for future agendas:
New website
Assertion 10 legislation .gov emails/email newsletter
Annual Village Meeting 14th April 2026

19. Date of the next meeting 
Parish Council meeting - Tuesday 7th April 2026 at 7pm
Annual Village meeting of Electors – Tuesday 14th April 2026 7pm

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.18pm.
       
20. To consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for consideration of the following items: 
21. 18.1 Personnel Issues. None.
22. 18.2 Legal Issues. None.
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Ref. Supplier / customer Description Type Net VAT Total

89 25/26Unity bank December Bank fee Payment 6.00 £           - £       6.00 £          

90 25/26SM Pest Control Mole survey for playground Payment 60.00 £         - £       60.00 £        

91 25/26Amanda Jackson February Salary Payment 413.04 £       - £       413.04 £      

92 25/26Amanda Jackson February working from home allow Payment 25.00 £         - £       25.00 £        

93 25/26HMRC February 2026 Tax &amp; NI a Payment 113.49 £       - £       113.49 £      

94 25/26SCC Pension Back dated pension contribution 2024/25Payment 581.92 £       - £       581.92 £      

95 25/26SCC Pension Pension contribution 2025/26 Payment 973.61 £       - £       973.61 £      

2,173.06 £    - £       2,173.06 £   


