


MINUTES OF TROSTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING TUESDAY 3rd FEBRUARY 2026 7PM AT TROSTON VILLAGE HALL

Cllr Bilverstone chaired the meeting along with Cllrs Riddick, Pugson and Moffat
5 members of the public and the Clerk were also present.

1. Cllr Bilverstone welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded everybody present that the meeting maybe recorded. Apologies were received from Cllr Andrew Speed.
a)i 	No Councillor declarations of interest were received. There were no updates to Councillors 
register of members interest’s form.
a)ii 	No written requests for dispensation were received prior to the meeting.

2. Minutes
The minutes of the Council meetings on Tuesday 2nd December 2025 and Thursday 8th January 2026 were agreed, approved and signed to stand as an accurate record of the meeting. 

3. Report from RAF Honington
The Clerk reported that RAF Honington have not appointed a community liaison officer as yet. 

4. Meeting open for questions from the public – 15 minutes total
A request was made to run a toddler group and wellbeing sessions in Troston Wood. A resident raised concerns about the condition of Heath Road, Councillor Hopfensperger was not at the meeting but the Clerk will email the concerns to her as well as log a report on the Suffolk County Council reporting tool. Residents will be encouraged to use the reporting tool in the next newsletter. A resident enquired about the land and pond in Church Lane, Councillor Bilverstone advised that this is owned by Haverbury Housing and the land is used to access the pond.

5. Report from County Councillor Rebecca Hopfensperger.
Cllr Hopfensperger did not attend the meeting but emailed information about the following:
Buses - The Suffolk Bus Improvement Plan, a proposal to help with more bus routes or introduction of new bus routes. 
Highways - Suffolk County Council has been awarded £2.9 million from the Department for Transport’s 2025/26 Incentive Fund for best practice in highways management.
The fund, introduced by the current government, rewards local authorities that demonstrate excellence in highway asset management and efficiency.

6. Report from Borough Councillor Andrew Speed
Cllr Speed had sent his apologies but had advised that the bottle banks will remain in place after the kerbside collections start later this year. West Suffolk Council will monitor the use to see if, in time, they are economically viable, they will not be removed without prior engagement. Cllrs agreed this is great news as it brings in revenue to the Parish Council. 

7. Update on volunteer tree warden
The Parish Council would like to welcome Martin Aldrigde who has agreed to become Troston’s volunteer tree warden. He will work closely with the Parish Council and The Tree Council.

8. Playground/playing field
a) To consider the playground inspection report and note any actions
Cllr Pugson advised that the repairs to the grass matting at the launch point of the zipwire, the ‘making good’ of the area around the foundations of the slide had been delayed due to the weather. One new action was noted on the inspection report, loose bin post near the children’s playground. Cllrs will investigate.

b) Biodiversity/environmental considerations
Councillor Bilverstone suggested that the changes/suggestions for the development of the playing field were discussed with residents at the Annual Village meeting which will be held on Tuesday 14th April. Each Cllr will forward ideas and suggestions to Councillor Bilverstone before the next meeting along with any information.

9. Village matters/maintenance
a) To receive any updates regarding the village website
There were no updates to report.
b) Troston Wood update
There were no updates to report. A resident advised that some years ago a survey was conducted of the woods and it was identified that the holly bushes required cutting back to preserve the wood undergrowth. The Clerk will investigate.
c) Update on status of the neighbourhood watch scheme
The Clerk reported that there is no neighbourhood watch scheme registered with the organisation. This will be on the agenda of the Annual Village meeting on 14th April 2026; residents can volunteer to form a group to run the scheme.

10. Finance
a) The Clerk provided a schedule of payments which were agreed and approved unanimously.
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b) The Clerk had circulated bank reconciliations prior to the meeting for both Current and Savings accounts which were unanimously agreed and approved.
c) Council reviewed the circulated list of expenditure over £100 for quarters 1, 2 & 3 and had no questions.
d) Council considered renewal of Neighbourhood watch scheme signs and agreed not to proceed.
e) Council reviewed the actual spend to budget report circulated prior to the meeting and had no questions.
f) Council considered purchasing a new solar powered Vehicle Activated Sign, the Clerk advised there had been a cost increase since agreement in 2024 of £160 making the new cost £2500.00. Cllr Bilverstone proposed, seconded by Cllr Riddick. Unanimously agreed. The additional £160 will be funded from the general reserve. The permeant position will be confirmed at our next meeting.
g) Council considered purchasing 4 modules of planning online training from SALC at a cost of £140. Proposed by Cllr Bilverstone, seconded by Cllr Riddick. Unanimously agreed.
h) Council considered transferring unpresented cheques from a historic terminated lottery scheme to the Village Hall Management Committee in light of a new lottery scheme being introduced. The Village Hall Management Committee will again check to see if the recipients want to claim their prizes. The money always belonged to the lottery scheme. Proposed by Cllr Pugson, seconded by Cllr Riddick. 3 Cllrs voted in favour 1 Cllr abstained.
i) Clerks and Responsible Financial officer report
Grants received from Suffolk County Council for VAS and Acoustic tiles for the village hall.
Savings account interest of £59.60 received 31.12.2025.
Assertion 10 - new legislation around GDPR, website accessibility and an IT policy are now included in audit and need to be completed by March 2026.
West Suffolk Council have launched its Communities Capital Fund grant for between £500 to £2500. Application deadline 31.3.2026 must be spent by September 2026.
Co option of new Parish Councillors, possibly 3 applications to be considered in February’s meeting.
Local Government Reform Consultation survey completed to support the Power of Three proposal.

11. Council to review the Asset Register
Council conducted its annual review of the asset register and decided to remove a number of assets that had been damaged and disposed of. Unanimously agreed.

12. Council to review the insurance cover and comparison against the asset register to confirm Council are adequately insured
Council conducted its annual review of the insurance cover compared to the revised asset register and confirmed they are adequately insured. This will be reviewed again prior to the next insurance renewal.

13. Council to review the Standing orders and Financial regulations
Council considered the amended Standing orders and Financial regulation documents circulated prior to the meeting and decided to postpone to February meeting to allow more time to consider.
	
14. Council to confirm meeting dates for 2026
Council considered the suggested dates; there were no changes.

15. Councillors reports and items for future agendas
Cllr Moffat reported there is a large hole on the grass area outside The Bull that might cause a health and safety hazard. The Clerk will speak liaise with the The Bull.
Items for future agendas:
Review of the monthly Parish Council meeting trial
Grit bin purchase
Communities Capital Fund grant
Co Option of Parish Councillors
Assertion 10 legislation
Group sessions in Troston Woods
Review of amended Standing Orders
Review of amended Financial Regulations

16. Correspondence for action or information
Email about replacing the grit bin on Heath Road heading to Honington. 
Advised about a city fibre road closed signage in the ditch near the woods. The Clerk will contact City Fibre and report to Suffolk County Council using the reporting tool.

17. Date of the next meeting
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 3rd February 2026 at 7pm. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9pm.
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Date Ref. Supplier / customer Description Type Account name Net VAT Total

07/01/202674 25/26BT November wifi charge Payment Village Hall wifi -36.95 -7.39 -44.34

07/01/202675 25/26Unity bank October bank charge Payment Bank charges -6.00 0.00 -6.00

07/01/202676 25/26John Cutmore builds 3rd &amp; final roof repairs Payment Village Hall -333.33 -66.67 -400.00

07/01/202677 25/26BT December wifi charge Payment Village Hall wifi -36.95 -7.39 -44.34

07/01/202678 25/26Unity bank November bank charges Payment Bank charges -6.00 0.00 -6.00

07/01/202679 25/26Parish Online Annual village mapping service Payment Village mapping service -80.00 -16.00 -96.00

07/01/202680 25/26Amanda Jackson Working from home allowance Payment Amanda Jackson -25.00 0.00 -25.00

07/01/202681 25/26Amanda Jackson December salary Payment Amanda Jackson -438.04 0.00 -438.04

07/01/202682 25/26HMRC Tax &amp; NI December calcul Payment HMRC -113.49 0.00 -113.49

-1,075.76 -97.45 -1,173.21

Date Ref. Supplier / customer Description Type Account name Net VAT Total

07/01/20265 25/26 West Suffolk Recycling credit Receipt Other 123.00 0.00 123.00

07/01/20266 25/26 SCC locality Grants for VAS &amp; Acousti Receipt Grant 2,318.00 0.00 2,318.00

2,441.00 0.00 2,441.00

Troston Parish Council

Payment authorisation sheet for meeting 13th January 2026
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